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GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE, 


Fellow Citizens of the Legislutice Assembly: 


In the absence of the Executive, I have the honor to respond to your 
call; not, however, under the same circumstances as when, three years ago, 
this duty devolved upon me—with an Indian war in our midst—the country 
wasted and desolate—and the people gathered together in forts and block- 
houses—but now with a bright and cheering prospect before us 

I congratulate you, fellow citizens, on the present aspect of affairs. 
Our Territory, so long ignored, and even geographically known to but 
comparatively a few, has emerged from its unmerited obscurity, and at 
once sprung into importance The brilliant reports of gold on Fraser’s 
and Thompson’s rivers have had their natural effect upon the popular 
mind, and thousands have flocked to the new El Dorado of the north. 
Ships from the cities of the Atlantic sea-board, and from various other 
parts of the globe, are advertised, as direct for this portion of the world, 
and heavy overland emigrations, in the ensuing spring, are credibly re- 
ported. In this great influx of population, it may reasonably be expected 
many will find a new home within our Territory. 

From the exaggerated reports that were first circulated, thousands 
at once rushed to the new fields of fortune—ignorant of the nature of the 
country, its rivers, and its climate,—and, many of them, of the nature of 
the occupation they had entered upon. Consequent upon this undue ex- 
citement; was a reaction, and many have returned discouraged, in pro- 
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portion as they had been previously elated. Gold, however, is there. 
From the conflicting nature of the reports, it is dificult to say in what 
quantities or how accessible The best information I have been able to 
obtain, leads me to believe that good wages can be made,—and this is 
confirmed by the fact that several thousand miners have remained there, 
with the intention of spending the winter in that region. 

In reference to the restrictions imposed upon the free navigation of 
Fraser’s river, the introduction of merchandize into the interior, and the 
general rights of American citizens in that quarter, I have to state that 
the general government have sent out as Special Agent, the Hon. John 
Nugent, by whom these and all other grievances of our citizens will be 
investigated, and referred to the proper Department,—and we can rest 
assured that so important a matter will meet with the attention which it 
deserves, and the international intercourse be placed upon such a basis a8 
to prevent all further annoyance. 

In this connection, I will call your attention to the necessity of a new 
port of entry, at some point to the north, near the boundary line. Fort 
Langley, near the mouth of Fraser’s River, has been selected as the seat 
of Government for British Columbia, and is to be made a port of entry. 
As a matter of facility and convenience to American commerce and navi- 
gation, it is expedient that there should be some point near the British 
possessions where vessels couldeffect a clearance without being necessarily 
compelled to go out of their way to the present Custom House at Port 
Townsend. I suggest this as a subject for memorial. 

In the interest that is being manifested in the mines to the north of 
our boundary line, the resources within our own limits should not be neg- 
lected. Mining has already been carried on successfully in the neighbor- 
hood of Fort Colville, and gold is known to exist on the Yakima and all 
its branches. The Indians reduced to peace and subjection, and the country 
thoroughly prospected, it is not hazarding too much to say, that we antici- 
pate the development of mines which will equal in richness those of the 
British Possessions. 

Consequent upon the gold excitement, miners began to pass through 
the interior section of the Territory on their way to the mines. This, as 
in 1855, became the occasion for Indian robberies and murders. Col. 
Steptoe advanced into their country, and was utterly routed. Active and 
vigorous measures were at once taken by Gen. Clarke, Commanding 
General of the United States Army for the Pacific coast, and ample 
forces, under the command of Col. Wright and Maj. Garnett, were sent 
into the field. After a series of brilliant and successful engagements, the 
Indians were completely routed, and reduced to submission—their property 
destroyed, and hostages given for their future good behavior. Peace has 
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been established. It may, however, be doubted whether a permanent 
peace, such as shall, for time to come, render the life of a white man sa- 
cred, can be effected without either a winter campaign, or the movement 
of troops at all seasons of the year, through their country, and the estab- 
lishment of permanent posts in their midst—in order that the savage foe 
may learn in winter, as well as in summer, the power of the military arm— 
and not to trust to the inclemency of the season to baffle its efforts, but be 
rendered subject to the authorities placed over him, and maintained in a 
condition in which he can do no harm. 

The organization of the Department of Oregon, I conceive to be one 
of the most important measures that has been adopted for our welfare. 
The force and the Commander, being in our midst, furnish from their very 
presence, additional protection,—and, in case of difficulty, the blow can 
be struck at once, without the former delay of transporting troops and 
munitions of war from San Francisco. Moreover, it will furnish an in- 
centive to the settlement of the interior—the various posts furnishing a 
market for the forage and subsistence that may be raised. And it is 
hardly necessary to state that, by the gallant and distinguished officer 
who has been assigned to the command of this Department, we may feel 
assured every step will be taken, with his usual promptness, zeal, and 
energy, to render the country safe, and to effect an actually permanent 
peace. 

The project of connecting the waters of the Atlantic and Pacific by 
the rail is every day assuming new and additional importance. Governor 
Stevens, in his Message to the fourth session of the Legislative Assembly, 
says: “The question of a Pacific Railroad is not simply one of domestic 
intercommunication, and of strengthening the fraternal bonds, which 
unite us as a people, it is a question of a struggle for the commerce of the 
world. Over the rail must not only pass from Asia to Europe, and back 
again, costly and perishable articles, but on this route the great bulk of 
Asiatic supplies for the teeming region of the north-west, where the Terri- 
tory of to-day is the populous state of to-morrow, where the wave of 
population has nearly reached the Red River of the North, and is rapidly 
moving westward. The Indian War over in this Territory, the reflex 
tide of emigration setting eastward from the Pacific, will, in a single year, 
pass over our interior plains from the Walla-walla to the Spokane, occu- 
pying the Yakima, and our miners will be found thence to the 49th 
parallel.” Every day tends more strongly to confirm the necessity of this 
communication. The whole American people now feel deeply the want 
of some sure and safe, some speedy and effective ‘means of bringing the 
extreme sea-board frontier of our country into that close connection, 
between themselves and the interior, which can only be afforded in ita 
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‘Our war debt, in which every citizen is interested, either in his own 
behalf, or as a matter of justice to his neighbor, still remains unadjusted. 
The money expeuded—the material furnished—the services rendered—all 
remain unliquidated. Many obstacles have been placed in its way,— 
malice has vented its spleen—self-sufficiency and egotism have given their 
deliberate opinion, and detraction has done its utmost. Yet, there stands 
the record, confirmed by the blood of our murdered citizens, by ruined 
houses and devastated farms, and by solitary block-houses dotting the 
country west of the Cascades. By that record, we can proudly stand. A 
commission was appointed to investigate these claims, consisting of two 
army officers and a civilian,—and by them the accounts were audited, 
with scarcely an alteration. The whole matter was referred to Congress, 
and by it to one of the most prominent members of the Military Commit- 
tee, to be investigated during the recess, and we may expect a report early 
during the present session. 

I beg leave to call your attention to the condition of the Territorial 
Library. From the remoteness of the Capitol building from the centre of 
the town, and the smallness of the salary allowed by the general govern- 
ment, ($300,) it is impossible for any one to hold the office and give to 
it that proper attention which it requires. As a remedy, I will suggest, 
for your consideration, that the law uniting the offices of Territorial Audi- 
tor and Librarian be repealed, and the County Auditor, of the county in 
which the capitol may be located, be er-oficio Librarian, giving bonds for 
his faithful performance of this duty, in addition to his bonds as County 
Auditor. His duties as Auditor, could be performed at the Library, as 
well as at any other place,—and he could, at the same time, keep charge 
of the books, for which, under these circumstances, the present salary 
would be an adequate remuneration. 

You are aware that there is no legislative enactment authorizing the 
executive to offer rewards for prisoners escaping from confinement. Cases 
have occurred and may hereafter occur, in which to meet the strict ends 
of justice, it would be of advantage that a reward should be offered for 
the reclamation of the fugitive. In order, therefore, to render the decrees 
of our Courts more certain and decisive, and to prevent the ends of justice 
from being defeated, I would recommend the passage of a law investing 
the Governor of the Territory with some discretionary power in this 
matter. 

Of the ,amounts appropriated by Congress for the erection of a 
Capitoi, and a Penitentiary, none has as yet been expended. The act of 
the Legislative Assembly locating the Capitol, required that the title to 
the site for the same should be approved by the Attorney General of the. 
United States, before any of the money should be applied to the erection . 
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of the building or the improvement of the site. The title deeds to the 
ground have been submitted to the Attorney General, but from a mistake 
in not sending on copies of the whole record, (not knowing what would 
be required,) they have not been approved. The necessary papers have 
been transmitted, the defect supplied, and we may expect a definite 
opinion in due course of mail. Of the state of the title to the site for the 
Penitentiary, I am not advised. 


One of the most material elements of wealth within our Territory, is 
its rich coal fields. Those of Bellingham Bay are the only ones which 
have been worked to any extent, and their resources have been recently 
more fully developed, a shaft has been sunk to the depth of five hundred 
feet, and coal bearing a fair comparison with the best English coals 
procured. The thickness of the vein is twenty-five feet, and the quality 
semi-bituminous. The analysis of the Superintendent gives— 


Carbon nannte 70 per cent 
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In order more fully to develop this great interest, and as a matter of 
convenience to such of our steam vessels of war as may cruise in these 
waters, I will suggest as a subject of memorial, the establishment by the 
United States, of a coal depot within our waters, similar to what they 


have maintained in other parts of the world, at which a certain number. 


of tons should always be kept on hand. 


The great and important lumber interests of the Territory, are shown 
by the extensive establishments, both of the Columbia river and Puget 
Sound, which export to all parts of the world manufactured lumber, spars 
and piles, and carry on a business of not less than two millions of dollars 
per year. Our magnificent forests of the most valuable timber of fir, 
cedar and pine, are unequalled in extent, and unrivalled in accessibility on 
the globe. 

The commission constituted on the part of the United States for the 
survey of the boundary line between-this Territory and Great: Britain, is 
still in operation, but as to its progress or results, I have no information. 
The commission on the'part of Great Britain. has arrived, -and the-two 
are at present jointly engaged in the undertaking. In view of the-con, 
stitution of the Colony-of British Columbia, ‘and the probability:of-its 
receiving a rapid increase of population, it is material: to the welfare of 
this Territory, in order to avoid all possible: disputes as to jurisdiction; that 
this ‘boundary line should be surveyed and marked to the ‘Rocky moun. 
‘paling. | š ' - f gh Seed Gem Bie oy gata 
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In this connection, I will call your attention'to the line, between 
Oregon and Washington, and in the event, of. the probable admission of . 
Oregon into the Union as a State, suggest the expediency of having that 
line surveyed and marked, This line has already been estimated for by 
the Surveyor-General, in his annual report, to be used as a base line for 
the further progress of the land surveys east of the Cascades. 

The extension of the public surveys during the past year, have de- 
veloped large bodies of excellent farming lands upon the lower Columbia 
and Chehalis rivers—upon Grey’s Harbor, the Cowlitz, the Peninsular 
between Puget Sound and Hood’s Canal,—and also, upon the southern 
shores of the Straits of Juan de Fuca. From the office of the Surveyor- 
General, I am enabled to furnish the following information since the last 
annual Message: 


No. of miles of Meridian and Standard Parallel lines surveyed. 150 
No. of miles, Township and Sub-divisional lines............. 3,339 
No. of acres surveyed. a are 816,590 
No. of miles proposed for survey in 1859. ...........000c eee 3,720 
Total No. of acres surveyed in the Territory................ 1,420,969 


Of this 94,200 acres are prairie lands, exclusive of the Nisqually and 
Vancouver plains. 


By the Register of the Land Office I am informed that the number 
of pre-emption claims on surveyed lands, taken since February Ist, 1858, 
is one hundred and twelve ; previous to that- dateforty-nine had been 
taken. These, are exclusive of some fifteen ‘hundred claims taken under 
the Donation Law. There are, however, a great number of. pre-emptions 
on unsurveyed lands, which can not be definitely determined until the 
gurveys are completed, and the plats returned to his office. 


Complaint has been made by settlers, of the non-issuing of patents | 
for land claims taken under and by virtue of the Act of Sept. 27th, 1850. 
Sec. 7 of that act, after stating the time within which notice of the 
RER of settlement and cultivation must be made, has the following 
words : “and at any time after the expiration of four years from the date . 
of such settlement, whether made under. the laws of the late provisional 
government or not, shall prove, in like manner, by two disinterested 
witnesses, the fact of continual residence and cultivation required by the - 
fourth section of this Act; and upon such proof being made, the Surveyor 
General, or other officer, appointed-‘by ‘law for, that purpose, shall issue 
certificates, under such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by, the: 
Commissioner of the General Land Office; ‚ setting forth. the facts, in-the 
case, and specifying the land to which the parties are entitled. And the i 
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sald Surveyor General shall return the proof so taken to the office of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, and if the said Commissioner 
shall find no valid objection thereto, patents shall issue for the land 
according to the certificates aforesaid, upon the surrender thereof.” It 
will be seen by the wording of the statute that the law renders it optional 
with the claimant, whether he will make final proof or not—the words 
being, “ at any time after the expiration of four years,” &c. In order to 
avoid confusion in the issuing of patents, and to prevent any conflict in 
the boundary lines under them, it becomes necessary, as I am informed, 
not only for each but for all claimants under this law in a certain town- 
ship, in order to secure their patents, to have their claims surveyed, and 
so connected with the Government surveys, that the Land Office can obtain 
an accurated.description of the same and take proper action thereupon. 
The failure of one to take this step may delay all in that township. Ina 


matter of so much moment to the future welfare of the Territory, I sug-: 


gest for your consideration the propriety of asking for an amendment to 
the law, making it compulsory upon the claimant, within & reasonable 
period, to have his claim regularly surveyed, and a plot of the same 
returned to the proper office. ; : 

In this connection I will add -that just complaints have been made 

against the orders issued by the Military authorities in 1857, probibiting 
settlement i in that portion of the Territory east of the-Cascade Mountains, 
as an infringement of the rights and privileges guaranteed by the Dona- 
tion ‚Law. This order, I am informed, has been practically rescinded. 
Congress, af its last session, extended the land surveys over that section 
of the Territory. Estimates have been made for the same, and as soon 
as appropriations are made; and the state of tho country will permit, the 
work, will þe put, under contract, 
-v .-Zhé éxtended natura of our settlements, from the 49th ardid on 
the north to the Columbia on the south, and from the Pacific on the west 
to'the Rocky Mountains on the east, demand -the creation of several new 
land offices. There should be at least three additional Land Districts 
organized,—one for the lower part’of Puget Sound; one for the Columbia 
River; and, in view of. the surveys of the interior, one for that section of 
the Territory. Your attention is especially called to this matter. 


~~ 


- The 4th section of the Act of July 17th, 1854, (amendatory. to the | 


Donation Act,) provides that, “there shall be reserved to, each. “of 
_ the Territories of we and Oregon two townships: of ‘land, of 
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thirty-six sections each, to be selected in legal sub-divisions for Uniyer- 
sity purposes, ‘under the: direction of the Legislatutes of. said Territories 


respectively. A i i 


By the, Act, of, the Legislative Assembly passed Ji January 31st, sb, 
the Superintendents of Common Schools of the various Counties were 
constituted a Board of Commissioners to sclect and locate these lands. 
They have not yet, as I am informed, taken any action on the subject. 
In a matter of so great-moment to our educational welfare, and in view 
of the rapidity with which the better lands have been taken up, and 
probably will continue to be during the coming year, I recommend some 
speedy action on your part to enable the Territory to avail itself of this 
munificent provision. . | 

By the Quarter-master General, I am informed that the number of 
arms at, present on hand, belonging to the Territory, is as follows: 


Rifles ....... Masia eetaguloncieanagasis aes 194 
Mucke are 660 
Small arms, (damaged,)............cceseeeee .. 39 
Carbines....... ee re St eo eee 4 
Howitzers, (complete,).........ce.eee. ENTE, 2 
DADEEB ae arg 15 


_ The number distributed amongst the various counties 1,088 


In the general charge of these arms, for cleaning, repairing, and 
keeping them in good order, a small indebtedness has been incurred by 
the Quarter-master General, as will appear by his report,—for the pay- 
ment of which, I recommend that an appropriation be made. - 


Since the last annual Message, four light-houses have been com- 
pleted, and are now in full operation,—one at Cape Flattery—one at 
New Dunginess—one at Shoalwater Bay—and one on Smith’s Island, in 
the Straits of Fuca. There is an appropriation for one at Red Bluff, on 
Whitby’s Island, which will be erected in the coming spring. In addition 
to these, the increasing settlement in the valley of the lower Chehalis 
demands that a light should be erected at Grey’s Harbor, and that the 
channel and bar should be surveyed and buoyed out. It would also mate- 
rially facilitate the navigation of the upper part of the Sound to have a 
light, dither upon Sandy Point or the northern end of Vashon’s Island. 
I call your attention to these as.a subject for memorial. 


n= “Bellow citizens—we are vow-entering upon the ‘sixth anual session 


of the Legislative Assembly. -Since-your ‘first-meeting, many and grave ` 
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ones, to our detriment. Itis to be hoped that the latter have ceased. - 


T that period, no bickerings have taken place—no local feuds and 
jealousies sprung up, but a general spirit of conciliation and good will has 
pervaded. May it long continue so, and may your present session be 
characterized by a spirit of harmony and united concession, such as will 
redound to your own honor and the welfare of our beloved Territory. 


C. H. MASON. 


